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| would like to start this article with an apology to 4 - Jr. Vice Commandant
our Adjutant: Jerry Reiten. In the last issue of the - e I Judge Advocate
Straight Scoop, | thanked each of the Detachment : ) Toys for Tots
Officers for the hard work they put into the past year |
to make everything go so well. | failed to mention
our Adjutant: Jerry Reiten. Jerry has done an out-
standing job the last three years as Adjutant and | = : !
am extremely happy that he has agreed to continue ) ‘ Color Guard
on again this year in 2012. | have openly com- | : b ; b Young Marines
mended our Adjutant in our general meetings and at | | ] 1 » ViEmilEr M)
every other opportunity given the chance. Itis a : ol
very hard job to record all of the activities in our
meetings and keep track of all the correspondence

that is received each month by the Detachment. He At the February regular meeting Bud Watts was
also attends and records the Board meetings each nominated for and elected to another year as Com-
month and transforms all of that information into a mandant for Marine Corps League LHC Detachment MCLA Officers
plausible report of our |ag} gfam his offlée?s%fﬂ efve unti Fei)rﬁary 0| Blood Drive
my sword and humbly state2013nGreat ob Jerryo, nd

thank you again for steplping up nFor the Good of
the Leagueo.
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President Message

Balloon Ride

29 Palms
REMINDER The League maintains a Web site where you can find Aux. Sick & Distress
On Friday, January 13th, we met with the folks at some information on our League and also read a copy of the current

Hospice of Havasu. We presented a check for issue of the fAScoopo. The site |was built an

$1000.00 dollars to them in our efforts to help those Corrao. Balloon Festival

in need here in Lake Havasu. Hospice of Havasu

does a wonderful job taking care of those with very Balloon Festival

serious issues and we try to support them in any DETACHMENT MEETINGS

way possible. We extended our appreciation, from GENERAL: 7:00 PM, ELKS LODGE EVERY FOURTH TUESDAY ,

all of our members, for their outstanding efforts to (Dark July, August and Dec.) Our Advertisers

help those in their care. OFFICERS: 5:00 PM, ELKS LODGE EVERY THIRD TUESDAY
The Balloon Festival was again, an enormous

success. Congratulations to our Quartermaster,
Dick Mowry, for a great job scheduling the security Mark Your Calendar

for the three and one half day event. It should be .

noted that Sr. Vice Rod Determan, along with Norm Sun.  02/05/12 02:00pm Superbowl Party Bud McChesney LHC
Lansing, did an outstanding job working with the Thur . 02/ 09/ 12 05: 30pm Cookq
event organizers to make everything go so i
smoothly. Thanks to all who took time to work a Sat. 02/11/12 10:00am  Winterfest McCulloch Blvd. LHC
shift or two and give the impression that those red Sat . 02/ 25/ 12 05: 00pm

shirts were every where in and around the event.
Ooh Rah!!! Tue. 02/ 28/ 12 07: 00pm

Cont. on page 2 Sat. 03/03/12 01:00pm DD Steak Fry VFW

The web site address is: www.mcllakehavasu.org

New DD Members
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SENIOR VICE COMMANDANT
Rod Determan

SEMPER FIDELIS to all my fellow Marines
| and associates. Those two ancient words are
d more than just a clever greeting. They repre-
i sent a bonding between people that share a
common interest in honoring our flag and all in
stands for, in always being there to help one another, no matter
what the situation, infighting for and protecting those who need our
help, in shortd being ALWAYS FAITHFUL!

Il 6m proud, as | é&m sure all/l of
that, as a rule, supports our military and honors the commitments
and sacrifice they and their families are making to safeguard our
freedom.

i snodot
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However, this sentiment
to an article in the January
recent survey released by the Pew Research Center in October
shows éan astounding 75% of Ame
the all-volunteer armed forces to assume virtually the complete bur-
den of combating Islamic terrorism. Members of the military have
been all too aware of such sentiments for a long time. Now they
have hard evidence. The vast majority (84%) of recent war veterans
believe the public has no idea what they or their families have to
cope with during constant overseas deployments. The article goes
on to say; fAOnly a small per cenit
to events taking place in Afghanistan or Iraq. With the Iraq War over
and fewer newspaper headlines on the 10-year-long war in Afghani-
stan, you can bet the interest will wane even further. This is what
makes the general public-l last en

This is where the service organizations step in. No matter what
occurs on the public stage, we must be in it for the long haul. We
must continue to help keep the general public aware of the sacrifices
the young men and women are making today to protect our free-
doms and also the memories of the military members who have
gone before them. So, please continue to honor our veterans at
every opportunity you have, thank them for their service, attend the
iwel come homed events wALWAYSvV er
EAITHEUL to one another and current military members and their
families for the sacrifices they have and are making.

As Unit Commander of the Young Marines, | am proud to report
that, to date, we have signed up 37 new recruits and will most likely
have some late entries over the next few weeks. So, as | told my
staff, now we are committed!, (or maybe we should be!!) Some of
you have expressed interest in |
Young Marines program to help defray some the costs associated
with the program. To enroll, purchase the required uniform and get
the required physical exam, it will cost the parents or guardians ap-
proximately $150.00 per child. If any of you want to provide that
amount or any portion of that amount to our scholarship fund, please
make your check out to the Young Marines and send it or give it to
either myself or my Executive Officer, Barbara Butler.

g éoﬁf&f rﬁ’e,e\]%\ck ﬁ@V\)e,IRSGdDefer?nan of ¢hirlie Marquez at any

Semper Fi, Rod

Commandant 6 ¢contCfoompage 1)

The Music Brews & BBQ organizers informed me that they were
going to use their own volunteers as security at their event this year.
We will not be working that event but | wished them well and great
success in their endeavor. It is probably a good thing in retrospect as
it occurred just four days after the Balloon Festival. When Jack Howe
and | met with them, it became apparent that we would have to use a
lot more of our members than we previously anticipated in order to
correctly staff their event. Coming right after the Balloon Festival and
given those that were | eaving to
have been a tough job to fill the schedule for this event. Again, we
hope the Havasu Music Brews & BBQ turns out to be a successful
and fun event for everyone here in Havasu.

OHnd" vttt WEt ' W¥e dloth st CroAMM N
Super bowl party at Bud McChesney
garage door will be open around 2pm and no matter which team you
may be rooting for everyone has a good time.

e \intetfeyt isfcaming ® Ldke Havaeu on Eebiigry 11" ahd 120 thigl |

yeari Makeuisere yoti markyeur dafeNdarsas gve will be samevihére
along the Boulevard meeting and greeting the mass of people that
shevaup svery yepri @ome byiand spesid seroettime with @si in yosir o
red shirts, if you have the chan
community, especially the Veterans.

The Awards and Installation dinner is scheduled for February 25%
at the Elks. Social hour is set for 5:00 p.m. Dinner will be served at
6:00 p.m. with the awards to follow. The dinner will be Beef and
chicken. Al Stewart does a great job with this dinner and we will have
de8sert a8 fvell C Thé priéedmll Be FA2R00 forRduYmemiSers land 316106
for guests. Not only are our new officers installed on this date but we
have a lot of fun with the awards given out by both the Detachment
and the Auxiliary. Tickets will be sold at our next meeting or you may

time for tickets.

| &m sure that | speak for ever
sition when | say fAThank Youod f o
make this last year so successful. We, who have held positions on
the Board, attempt to make decisions that will steer our Detachment in
the right direction and move us ever forward. Sometimes the deci-
siogssthapwe gnake grg met with accolades and sometimes not.
Whatever our decisions as a Board, it should be known that each of
those decisions were made, in ou
Leagueo. You have had an Outst a
new officers are very aware that they are tasked to uphold an ex-
tremely high standard set by those who came before them. We are
respected throughout our Community due to our commitment and
quality iofdsérvicg in Bvery thind we ida Herie n 4 ake Hawvasu. tYbue
Board will lead by example, but it is you the membership, that creates
the fAesprit de corpso, which mak
straighter and exemplify the fact that we are Proud to be a member of
the Marine Corps League.

Semper Fi
Bud Watts Commandant

COOK6S NI GHT OUuUT

Cooks Night Out will be held on Thursday, February 9th, at 5:30
pm at the Golden Horseshoe. | will definitely need a good head-
count so please, please either email me triptick2@frontiernet.net
or call me at home at 928-854-8505 or my cell phone 928-846-
7824 if you plan on attending. Thanks to all of you for making
Cooks Night Out such a successful event!

Barbara Butler

2011 Detachment Officers
Commandant: Bud Watts
Sr.Vice Commandant: Rod Determan
Jr. Vice Commandant------- Charlie Marquez
Judge Advocate
Pay Master----
Adjutant----
Chaplain---

Sgt. At Arms--
Quartermaster-
Past Commandant

CHAPLAIN'S DESK
Lonnie Harris
(928) 680-9709
Ikharris@npgcable.com
If you know of any member ill
or deceased, please contact
me.

- Gerald Reiten

-- Lonnie Harris

-- Richard Wegner
Dick Mowery
Jack Howe

v n

ng

h d i



mailto:triptick2@frontiernet.net

Judge Advocate
Bill Meehan

The following is a summary of information printed
in the January/February 2012 SEMPER FI. | wanted
to pass the following VERY IMPORTANT info along
to our members who might have missed the article.

SOCIAL SECURITY; Congress is looking at re-
ducing future raises by adopting a new measure of
inflation that also would increase taxes for most families, even those
with low income. If this process is adopted across the government, it
would have widespread ramifications on future increases in Veterans'
benefits, while pensions for federal workers and military personnel
would be smaller. This proposed New Consumer Price Index is gain-
ing momentum. We need to let our congressional leaders know that it
is putting more of a burden on the backs of the retired.

FOR EMPLOYERS; The Senate passed the VOW to Hire Heroes
Act of 2011 to put America's Heroes back to work. This bill Addresses
high rates of unemployment among veterans, including incentive
measures for hiring them. It aims to ensure that ALL troops returning
from Iraq and Afghanistan have the necessary tools for transition from
military service to the civilian workforce.

This bill contains a series of tax credits available to employers hiring
Veterans, including a credit worth up to $2,400 for employers that hire
veterans who have been unemployed for more than four weeks,
$5,600 for over six months; and $9,600 for hiring unemployed veter-
ans with a service-connected disability.

The Senate has come aboard on Agent Orange Reform (S.1629),
This bill (like H.R. 812) would authorize veterans who served in the
waters off the coast of Vietnam to file claims for exposure to Agent
Orange.

The Open Burn Pit Registry Act of 2011 (H.R.3337) (S.1798) would
require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish an open-burn pit
registry to ensure benefits that members of the armed forces who may
have been exposed to toxic chemicals and fumes caused by open
burn pits while deployed in Afghanistan and Iraqg.

The EPA has determined that exposure to the chemical degreaser
TCE causes cancer in humans. In Camp Lejeune this may finally
prove what has been causing illnesses in people who lived and
worked on base from the 1950s through the 1980s, when solvents
including TCE contaminated the water supply. The chemical is linked
to kidney, liver, esophageal, prostate, cervical and breast cancers, as
well as childhood leukemia.

Semper Fi Bill

(from left) Kim McCoy, Bud Watts, Rod Determan & Jack Howe
working our booth at the swap meet

Jr. Vice Commandant
Charlie Marquez

2Sff GNR2LAX AlQa oSSy
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office and allow some of the younger members to gef
their feet wet. | have found that we did a pretty good
job of giving out applications and signing up some ne
members at the Swap Meet. We also brought a little
money into our coffers with our sales at the Swap Meet and the Balloon Fe
Thanks to Bud, Jack, Kim, George, Fred, Ray and of course, Rod and any
GKFd L YAIKG KFPS YAaaSRoe LiQa 069
bers back in to the fold. Keep up the good work with recruitment. Keep an
application in your wallet!

Semper Fi
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Charlie

INSTALLATION DINNER

Tickets for the awards and installation dinner, set for February 25, will
be on sale starting at our meeting on Tuesday, Jan 24th.

TOYS FOR TOTS UPDATE

The Toys for Tots program ended with approximately
3100 toys and $1600 in cash collected for the program.
Jim Conroy, Chairman and Jack Hensley, Co-Chairman
and with the help of several dedicated Marine Corps
League members delivered boxes for toys to businesses
throughout the city and gathered up the toys for delivery
to the local Kiwanis for subsequent donation to needy
children in Lake Havasu City. Thank you to all the citizens
who donated toys and cash. Semper Fi!

Charlie, AKA Gunny
A

Price: $12.00 for members, wives, significant others. Guests
will be $16.00 which was the full cost before we subsidized the
full dinner cost for members.

Social hour is 5:00 p.m. dinner 6:00 p.m. awards and installa-
tion to follow.

Hope to see you there! Bud

The Straight Scoop
Editor Karl Narasky

(ceII) 928-451-6105 kdnarasky@yahoo.com

Officers articles due before the 18th of the month. All other articles
are due after the 4th Tuesday of the month.

HOMECOMING

On Dec. 23rd approximately 100
people gathered at the American Legion
to welcome home LCpl. Andrew Jones
(L) from Afghanistan. MCL Comman-
dant Bud Watts presented Andrew with
a Challenge Coin and an application to
the MCL. LCpl. Jones is currently on
leave here in his hometown and visiting
family.
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